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News from Women’s Ministries Inter-European Division
____________________________________________________________________
Women’s Ministries Leadership Training Seminars on Video
Leadership Certification, Level 1
A four-level leadership program has been developed because we realize the great need for
women to develop skills that will enable them to serve in all areas and on all levels of our
church organization. E. G. White reminds us that "There is a higher purpose for woman, a
grander destiny. She should develop and cultivate her powers, for God can employ them in
the great work of saving souls from eternal ruin" (Evangelism p. 465).
Developing and cultivating the abilities of women is one task of this department, and one to which we are committed.
The curriculum for this program has been divided into eight subject areas. They are:
1. History and Philosophy
2. Biblical Studies
3. People Skills/Personal Growth
4. Speaking Skills
5. Leadership Skills
6. Writing Skills
7. Nurture Projects
8. Outreach Projects
These seminars are offered around the world in different ways. It is most enriching to attend weekend seminars where the
topics are presented. But not everybody is able to do so for various reasons. That is why the North American Division has
recorded the whole Level 1 seminars as a Video series of short presentations for those who may want to complete them
on their own if the certification seminars are not being offered in their region. They are also useful as refresher seminars
for those who have already attended and want to go over the material again. The video links to vimeo are provided on the
EUD WM homepage https://women.eud.adventist.org/en/events/ as well as Handout downloads.
At the bottom of the page there is a list you can download where you can make a note of the date when you watch which
seminar.

____________________________________________________________________
Adventist Learning Community
Online Courses and Resources for Pastors, Teachers and just ordinary
interested People
The North American Division of Seventh-Day Adventists has developed a Learning
Community consisting of online courses on just about every subject you can be interested in.
These courses are available for all and free of cost. All you need to do is register and log in.
Today we would like to introduce you to a course on:
Mentoring Young Women
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The purpose of this course is to equip those working with youth to better understand the challenges and needs of young
women in order to provide effective ministry through mentorship.
After watching the videos, completing course learning materials, completing the learning activities, and taking short
multiple choice quizzes, you'll earn 0.1 continuing education units (CEU) and a training certificate.
By the end of this course you will gain insights into the needs of teenage girls, be better equipped to mentor them during a
transitional time in their life, and have tools to create a safe atmosphere in your church for youth.
About the Instructor:
Erica Jones currently serves as the Assistant Director of Women’s Ministries for the North American Division. Her primary
ministry is mentoring teen girls and developing resources to help them make wise choices and live fulfilling lives. She also
dedicates time to abuse prevention and education.
She received her undergraduate degree in English from Southern Adventist University, after which she accepted a
position in the General Conference Youth Department as an editorial assistant where she served for four years before
transitioning to NAD Women’s ministries. She is currently pursuing a master’s degree in professional counseling.
One of Erica’s greatest desires is to empower young women to have the tools to make wise choices in their relationships,
recognizing that the choices they make now will impact them for their entire lives.
https://www.adventistlearningcommunity.com/
Photo: Adventist Learning Community

____________________________________________________________________
Russian-speaking Women's Congress in Germany
God will not leave you
Under the motto “God will not leave you”, a Women's Congress was organized in Pirmasens
from 27 to 29 September 2019, attended by 220 Russian-speaking women from Germany.
The motto song with the same title reminded us all that we are not alone because our loving,
heavenly Father is always with us.
The warm, joyful and informal atmosphere was felt right from the start when the organizers of
the congress, Larissa Beitel and Irina Rollgaiser, greeted the participants. Pastor Norbert
Dorotik, President of the Mid Rhine Conference, spoke special words of welcome on Friday
evening.
The speakers came from far away. Thus Galina Stele, Doctor of Practical Theology, came
from the General Conference in Washington. She urged everyone to ask questions such as,
"Who are you?" "What are the four kinds of love?" And "How do Millennials and Generation Z differ from other
generations?"
The second speaker and neuropsychologist Elena Jakovenko from Kiev spoke about the mental health of a modern
person, the healing of relationships and the ways of solving problems.
As a further guest we heard Ludmila Verlan on the Sabbath afternoon. She runs a center for the promotion of physically
and mentally handicapped children in Krasnodar and answered questions about her work.
The singer and violinist Angelika Wishnja from Moldova enriched the congress with her musical contributions and the
concert on the Sabbath evening.
Often it was very quiet in the room, because the women listened intensely and some tears wiped from their eyes. But
again and again loud laughter filled the rooms. There were many unforgettable moments.
Seventy women attended the early morning prayer circle led by Nina Beitel and Vera Peters, in order to bring their cares
and needs to the Lord. It was a particularly blessed time.
The beautifully and tastefully decorated lecture hall, delicious food and small gifts in the form of chocolates on the chairs
and luminous pebbles not only made for comfort, but for the feeling of special appreciation for literally every woman.
On all days of the congress lots of literature in Russian was available. Under the guidance of Olga Stier and Raisa Miller,
books on the important topics of education, relationships, prayer, personality development, as well as stories and
experiences from life could be acquired.
We had a lot to talk about and did not want to break up on the Sunday. As they were leaving, many women expressed the
wish to organize a congress in this context every year.
Thanks be to the Lord and to all who have prepared this wonderful meeting. May God help so that there will be another
opportunity to hold such a congress, and that such encouraging, educational and inspiring meetings can continue.
Reported by Ludmila Verlan Fotos: Olga Stier
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Spiritual Retreat for Women in France
Being or Seeming
From 20 to 22 September 2019, about fifty women met at the Le Rocheton International
Center, a peaceful site in the midst of a wooded area, an ideal place for reflection and
meditation.
From Friday evening, Eliane POMIER, social counselor for family and victimology, invited us to
come to Jesus according to Matthew 11:28 as we are and it is he who will transform us.
The theme chosen for this retreat "BEING or SEEMING" seminar aroused great interest among the participants. The
guest Pastor Jethro CAMILLE opened avenues for reflection with images and biblical stories. Some snippets from the
topics:
• You can spend an entire life next to yourself without knowing yourself.
• Discover the different strings that bind us and hold us captive from the eyes of others.
• Be wary of the effect of a "halo" (appearance), meaning we see only what we want to see.
• Learn to develop an attitude of caring listening.
• Knowing God will reveal our true worth.
The theme song for this meeting was:
"Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in His wonderful face; and the things of earth will grow strangely dim, in the light of
His glory and grace."
This chorus will resonate for a very long time in the hearts of the 50 participants of this weekend.
Reported by Enide CADASSE, Women’s Ministries Director for the North France Conference

____________________________________________________________________
Speak up for out-of-school Children
Every Child Everywhere in School
No child should ever be denied an education. Not because of where they live. Not because
their government is failing to provide adequate and free education. Not because their family is
poor. Not because of conflict or displacement. Not because of their gender, ethnicity, or
disability. Every child, everywhere, has the right to attend school and get an education.
Unfortunately, 262 million children, adolescents, and youth are currently denied this right.
A child who is out of school is more vulnerable to human traffickers and recruitment by militias, and at increased risk of
early marriage, teen pregnancy, and child labor. An uneducated adult lacks the ability to lift themselves out of poverty, and
their children face barriers at every stage of life: an increased risk of dying in infancy, malnourishment which affects their
mental and physical development, and the continued cycle of poverty, dooming another generation.
Without education, nothing changes. Disadvantage lingers.
Find out more about the project under https://inschool.adra.org/ and please sign the petition.

____________________________________________________________________
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Women’s Ministries Retreat in the Berlin-Mid-German Conference
Wolves and Giraffes
Our venue was in a small village with a stone church and a wide view over the fields. About
40 women and two men came together for a retreat in Dahnsdorf from September 27 to 29,
2019. Gabriele Stangl, Women's Ministries Director for the Conference, had prepared
everything very well and lovingly with the Women's Ministries team of the Berlin-Mid-German
Conference. We received a friendly welcome, nice decoration, great vegetarian meals - we were really pampered!
On Friday evening, the team introduced themselves and the program for the next few days, and we met Ulrike Gelke, the
speaker. It was time for rest, listening and many hands-on moments. Singing, praying and talking did us good, as did
walks of different lengths . For the social night we had the choice between a cheerful film, a discussion round about
sustainability, paper crafts or working with wool ("Bobbel" - wool with beautiful color gradients is the starting material for
shawls or scarves).
But now to the "wolves and giraffes": They did not run around in the village, but are a symbol for our patterns of
conversation in conflicts: wolves bare their teeth, fight, exert violence. "Tit for tat," "one must answer rudeness with
rudeness " ... Giraffes, however, have a particularly large heart because of their long neck, so that there is always enough
blood in the head. They stand for learning a language that goes from heart to heart, the so-called "non-violent
communication". Ulrike Gelke took us by the hand and explained the four components of "Nonviolent Communication"
according to Marshall B. Rosenberg in an entertaining and humorous way.
1. Everything starts with "listening and watching without judgment". Not so easy, because we are constantly evaluating.
2. Perceive and express feelings. We often only feel our emotions when they "boil up". It would be better to talk about
things before that, to cry, to laugh.
3. What are the needs behind my feelings? What is important to me, what is valuable?
4. Ask precisely and unambiguously in order to make our lives easier.
We were encouraged to start over again, to ask the right questions and to respect ourselves and others. We had beautiful,
blessed days and I can only invite you to come the next time! Thanks to all the helpers who prepared this beautiful
weekend, but above all thanks be to our Lord!
Reported by Käthe Leuwer Photo: Jan Kriener
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