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News from Women’s Ministries Inter-European Division 
 ____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Year-End Greetings 
 

Women’s Ministries need Women’s Impact 
 
Looking back at all the activities in 2019, we are grateful for the enthusiasm, commitment and 
dedication of all the women in our European region. We want to thank all the leaders but also 
all the individual women who have made an impact in our churches and communities, without 
whom Women's Ministries would not exist. Thanks be to God who gives energy and 
inspiration, creativity and joy to all who minister in order to encourage and help other women. 

May the gift of faith, the blessing of hope and the peace of His love be with you at Christmas and for the Year 2020 
With our best wishes from Women's Ministries, Inter-European Division 
Dagmar Dorn and Sonja Arnold 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 
New Women’s Ministries Director in Italy 
 

Pasqualina Ferrara has experience in Public Affairs and Communications 
 
Pasqualina Ferrara, called Lina, has been appointed by the Italian Union Committee to head 
the Women’s Ministries Department in Italy. The position has been vacant since the former 
Director, Franca Zucca retired. 
Lina has a full degree in Theology from studies at Villa Aurora in Florence, Italy, and the 
Séminaire Adventiste in Collonges, France. She has also spent a year at Newbold College in 
the UK. After that she worked as a pastoral assistant in the Adventist Church in Florence. 
While there she met her husband, Luigi Caratelli, who worked at Radio Voce della Speranza. 
Lina has three sons and spent several years as a full-time mother. 
Picking up her career in 2002, Lina has served as secretary of the Department of Public Affairs 
and Religious Freedom and Communications of the Italian Union. Starting in 2008, she has 
worked in Communications as a web editor. Every week she produces two newsletters - 

Adventist News and The Adventist Messenger online -, she writes the texts of the Adventist news video and the "100 
seconds", a flash news bulletin that is projected in churches on Sabbath mornings. 
Lina has also been involved in recent years as the secretary of the Federation of Evangelical Women in Italy, which also 
includes our Women's Ministries, and of the national committee that prepares the World Day of Prayer for Christian 
Women in Italy. The link to this organization is: https://worlddayofprayer.net/index.html 
Franca Zucca is introducing Lina to the details of how Adventist Women’s Ministries work so that she will be able to lead 
the women of the church in Italy in this ministry. 
Lina’s favorite verse is: "Now we know that all things cooperate for the good of those who love God, who are called 
according to His plan" (Romans 8:28). This verse has accompanied her since she first came to know the Bible and the 
Adventist Church in 1975. God has blessed her and her family over the years and she trusts the Lord to bless her and the 
women she will be serving in Italy . 
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We are happy to welcome Lina Ferrara to the group of Women’s Ministries Department Leaders of the Inter-European 
Division and look forward to working closely together with her. May God bless her and her family as she takes up this new 
responsibility. 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Local Church in Tanzania May Be Expelled for Stand Against Women’s Ministries 
 

Local Church refuses to let Dr. Ella Simmons, GC vice president, to 
preach 

 
The South-East Tanzania Conference has called a special constituency meeting for 30 
December to consider expelling the Temeke Seventh-day Adventist Church from affiliation 
with the denomination. Adventist Today has been told that the local church has taken a stand 

against the Women’s Ministries Department established in 1990 by vote of the General Conference Session and refused 
to allow Dr. Ella Simmons, a GC vice president, to preach when she was in the country on a visit. 
Temeke Church is one of several Adventist congregations located in Dar es Salaam, the largest city in the country. It has 
about 400 members. When a local church is removed from a local conference the members are not necessarily 
disfellowshipped, but may have their memberships placed temporarily in the conference church. 
Adventist Today has a copy of the official notice sent to all of the churches in the conference calling the special 
constituency meeting and asking for delegates to be appointed. It was signed by Pastor Wilfred K. Mafwimbo, executive 
secretary of the conference. 
Temeke Church is one of the longest-established Adventist congregations in the city, perhaps second only in tenure to the 
Magomeni Seventh-day Adventist Church. The South-East Tanzania Conference has 156 local churches and a 
membership of more than 45,000 in a metropolitan area with a population of about 8 million. It operates two medical 
clinics that serve the community. 
Although the Women’s Ministries Department is a lay activities program and not involved with women clergy, it has been 
opposed in a number of places in Africa. It is unclear if this simply due to a misunderstanding or to opposition to any 
involvement by women in ministry or leadership in local churches. 
Reported by: https://atoday.org/local-church-in-tanzania-may-be-expelled-for-stand-against-womens-ministries/ 
 
Photo: Temeke-District.jpg 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Woman of the Year Awards Recognize Living Adventist Women for Their 
Contributions to the Mission of the Church 
 

List of Awards 

 
In 2007 the Women's Ministries Department at the Seventh-day Adventist world headquarters 
began a tradition of honoring living Adventist women for their outstanding achievements as 
women in their fields and for their contributions to the mission of the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church. Honored as Adventist Women of the Year 2019 are Carla Baker, Helen Gulfan, Iris 
Kitching, Andrea Luxton, and Hannele Ottschofski. The awards ceremony was held during 

Annual Council at the dinner for female members of the General Conference Executive Committee, October 14, 2019 in 
Silver Spring, Maryland, USA. Gulfan of the Philippines and Ottschofski of Germany were not able to receive their awards 
in person. 
For the first time, General Conference Women's Ministries department honors two women's ministries division directors: 
Carla Baker (North American Division) and Helen Gulfan (Southern Asia-Pacific Division). Iris Kitching worked as 
administrative assistant to general vice presidents of the General Conference of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. 
Andrea Luxton is president of Andrews University of Seventh-day Adventists. Hannele Ottschofski is author and leader in 
women’s ministry. 
Photos: WMGC: Gulfan and Baker 
 
Women of the Year List of Awards 
When Annual Council is held away from the General Conference headquarters, it is impossible to host a dinner for the 
female members of the GC Executive Committee. For this reason, no award was given in 2008 when Annual Council 
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traveled to the Philippines, nor in 2018 when Annual Council convened in Battle Creek, Michigan, USA. Women's 
Ministries did not give awards in 2017. 
A plaque hangs on the wall next to the photos of generations of Adventist Women of Distinguished Service with the 
engraved names of the women who have been honored by the headquarters staff during the dinner. Pictures and 
biographical sketches of these women will be posted in the near future.  
For more Information go to: women.adventist.org/adventist-woman-of-the-year-award-2019 
 
2019: 
Carla Baker 
Helen B. Gulfan 
Iris Kitching 
Andrea Luxton 
Hannele Ottschofski 
2016: 
Audrey E. Andersson 
Odette R. Ferreira 
2015: 
Carol Thomas Barron 
Charlotte Ishkanian 
2014: 
Kari Paulsen 
Nancy Wilson 
2013: 
Susana Chaskelis Schulz 
Judith A. Thomas 

 
2012: 
Eugenia Giordano, M.D. 
Donna Jackson 
2011: 
Ya Ja Lee-Nam 
2010: 
Linda Mei Lin Koh 
2009: 
Daily J. Flores Orion 
Katia G. Reinert 
Ella Smith Simmons 
2007: 
Gina S. Brown 
Carolyn Luce Kujawa 
Eleanor James Trefz 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Girls in prayer 

 
Girls4Christ Weekend Retreat 

 
 
This was the motto of the first Girls4Christ Weekend in the Mid-Rhine Conference from 
November 08 to 10 in Neustadt/Weinstraße. 22 girls between the ages of 12 and 17 dealt with  
the topic of prayer in different ways. We thought about what prayer means to us, prayed in 
groups and watched a film on the topic. We designed our own name badges, painted cups, 
made prayer boxes and posters. On Sabbath evening, the girls were allowed to write 
themselves a postcard, which they will receive in one year’s time. The following social night 
was very funny. The magnet of the weekend was also the photo wall, where the girls took 
pictures of each other and where the pictures were printed right away. The lavish pink and 
white decoration of our room was also greatly admired.  
It was a weekend of spiritual input, prayer, creativity and cordiality. Many new friendships were 
made and old ones deepened. We are looking forward to the next G4C weekend with you! 

Olga Taurus 
G4C Mid Rhine Team Photos: WM MRH     
_________________________________________________________________  
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____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Women's Ministries Activities in Spain 
 

 Enditnow day programs in many churches 

 
 
Although the official enditnow day of the Seventh-Day Adventist church is on the 4th Sabbath 
in August,  in some countries the Women’s Ministries department prefers to address the 
problem of violence and abuse in November close to the International Day for the Elimination 
of Violence against Women. We are impressed by the number of churches in Spain where the 
women organize church services and seminars around this important topic. This year we have 
seen photos from the churches in Jaén, Ferrol, Vigo, Dénia, Alcalà de Henares, Almeria, Elche 
and El Shaday. Most of the groups used the material prepared by the General Conference 
Women’s Ministries Department for the enditnow day, “God’s Path to Resilience – Religion as 
a protector” by Julian Melgosa. 
The women in Elche showed in a dramatized way how women in Bible times coped with the 

patriarchal  community they lived in. We want to thank all the women involved in these actions with their creativity and 
input, who are saying no to violence against women. Photos: WM Spain  

__________________________________________________________________ 

Marie Dentière - a little known Woman of the Reformation 

"DO WE HAVE TWO GOSPELS, ONE FOR MEN AND ANOTHER FOR WOMEN?” 

Marie Dentière was born in 1495 into a relatively affluent Flemish family in Tournai. She 
entered the Augustinian abbey of Saint-Nicolas-des-Prés in Tournai at a young age in 1508, 
eventually becoming abbess in 1521. Since Martin Luther had been an Augustinian monk, his 

early teachings were much discussed in Augustinian houses, and sometime in the early 1520s, Marie adopted the views 
of the religious reformers and left her nunnery. This was an ecclesiastical and perhaps a civil crime, and Marie fled to 
Strasbourg, a city that was a refuge for Protestants from both Germany and France. While in Strasbourg, in 1528, she 
married Simon Robert, a young priest, who was a well-known Hebrew scholar. Soon they followed William Farel to the 
Swiss Valais, an area outside of Geneva, to preach the Reformation, where she shared her husband’s ministry. Simon 
Robert died in 1533. Marie, who by then had two children, married the 24-year-old Antoine Froment, who had come to 
Geneva the year before as a follower of the leading French Protestant, William Farel. The Froments lived in Geneva, 
where Antoine first taught and then became a merchant, but always combined these activities with preaching. Marie 
would have at least one more child and would work with Antoine in his shop. The couple opened a small boarding school 
for girls in their home in order to give them a thorough education, including studies of Greek and Hebrew. 
Since the early 1520s the city of Geneva had been battling with its ruler, the Duke of Savoy. With the influx of French 
Protestants into the city, the political conflict became a religious one as well; Farel and his followers gained considerable 
influence. In 1533 the Catholic bishop, loyal to Savoy, was banished; two years later, all Catholic clergy were given the 
alternatives of either converting to Protestantism or leaving the city. It was this that first brought Marie Dentiere to public 
attention. 
By the beginning of 1536, the Genevans were debating what their new form of government would be. In early spring an 
anonymous pamphlet appeared, La guerre et deliverance de la ville de Genesve, fideement faicte et composee par un 
Marchant demourant en icelle (The war and deliverance of the city of Geneva, faithfully prepared and written down by a 
merchant living in that city). The pamphlet called for Genevans to adopt the Reformation. Its author has been generally 
accepted to be the wife of the merchant Antoine Froment. The pamphlet's goal was achieved: in May Geneva became a 
Protestant republic. Soon after, John Calvin visited the city, and Farel asked him to stay and help institute a proper 
Reform. Farel and Calvin worked together to establish new church practices, but their ideas were found too severe by the 
more moderate Protestants, and in 1538 the two men were expelled from the city. 
Marguerite of Navarre, sister of the French King Francis I, who was sympathetic to Reformers and who may have acted 
as godmother to one of Marie's children, inquired about the banishment of Farel and Calvin. Perhaps as a result, an open 
letter was published in 1539, Epistre tres utile, faicte ey composee par une femme chrestienne de Tornay, envoyee a la 
Royne de Navarre…,  (A very useful epistle, made and composed by a Christian woman of Tournai, sent to the Queen of 
Navarre). The "Christian woman of Tournai" was known by all to be Marie Dentière. With references to Scripture, she 
proved the outstanding qualities of women and consequently demanded the active participation of women in church life 
and work, including preaching. Since Marie Dentière knew her Bible nearly by heart, her text included many quotations 

https://women.eud.adventist.org/fileadmin/_processed_/csm_dentiere_06d5cc4a7a.jpg
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from scripture. To Dentière, women and men were equally qualified and entitled to the interpretation of Scripture and 
practice of religion. She responded to the traditional argument that only the learned could interpret Scripture: “To excuse 
themselves, they will say, ....’Scripture has several meanings, and it can be understood in several ways. It is not up to 
women to know it, nor to people who are not learned, who do not have degrees and the rank of doctor; but they should 
just believe simply without questioning anything.’ They just want us to give pleasure, as is our custom, to do our work, 
spin on the distaff, live as women before us did, like our neighbors.... They just want us to... live as women before us did." 
She then continued: “I ask, did not Jesus die as much for the poor ignorant people and the idiots as for my sirs the shave, 
tonsured, and mitred? Did he preach and spread my Gospel so much only for my dear sirs the wise and important 
doctors? Isn't it for all of us? Do we have two Gospels, one for men and another for women? One for the wise and another 
for the fools?” 
In the last lines of her work, Marie exhorts, "It is necessary for us to ask the Lord of the harvest to send good workmen, 
and, after they have come, I hope that they will persevere in their work until the end…God by his grace will give us the 
heart and the intelligence for it... Amen!" She seemed to realize that God’s workmen do not have to be men only. 
However, her encouragement of women's involvement in writing and theology angered Genevan authorities. Upon 
publication, almost all copies of the Epistle were confiscated, and the publisher was arrested. Only approximately 400 
copies of the letter survived and entered circulation. The publication and subsequent suppression of Dentière's work was 
the beginning of censorship in reformed Geneva. The Genevan council prevented the publication of any other woman 
author in the city for the rest of the 16th century. 
By 1541 new leaders had been elected in Geneva, and Calvin returned to establish his vision of the Reform. 
Correspondence between Calvin and Farel shows an increasing irritation with Antoine Froment, whom they saw as being 
too much under the influence of his wife. In 1546 Calvin spoke specifically of Marie: he wrote to Farel that he had scolded 
her for speaking in public "in the taverns, at almost all the street corners," and that in her reply to Calvin, "she complained 
about our tyranny, that it was no longer permitted for just anyone to chatter on about anything at all." Calvin assured Farel, 
"I treated this woman as I should have". 
In a letter Dentière wrote: “If God has given grace to some good women, revealing to them by his Holy Scriptures 
something holy and good, should they hesitate to write, speak, and declare it to one another because of the defamers of 
truth? Ah, it would be too bold to try to stop them, and it would be too foolish for us to hide the talent that God has given 
us, God who will give us the grace to persevere until the end.” 
Marie Dentière died in 1561 in Geneva. 
Each year in Geneva the Reformation is celebrated in front of the Wall of the Reformers in a short ceremony. It is an 
occasion to join in a brief act of worship and to sing Luther's great battle-hymn of the Reformation, but it is above all a 
recalling of history.  In July 2001, Reverend Dr Isabelle Graesslé, Minister in the Protestant Church of Geneva, 
Switzerland, and moderator of the Company of Pastors and Deacons of Geneva, became the first woman moderator to 
speak at this ceremony. She wanted to pay tribute to Marie Dentière, one of the most remarkable figures from the past, 
but now little-known. The tribute made such an impact that it was decided to add her name, along with those of three 
others "forgotten" in the history of the Reformation, to the Geneva monument. The ceremony in November 2002 was thus 
the occasion to unveil the inscription of the names of four precursors of the Reformation: Peter Valdes, John Wycliff, John 
Hus - and Marie Dentière. 
This was a sign of appreciation shown for this woman who paid such a high price for her involvement at the very centre of 
the Protestant Reformation: the price of imposed silence and a damaged reputation. Dagmar Dorn, Inter-European 
Division Women’s Ministries Director, presented a short life sketch of a little known woman of the reformation, Marie 
Dentière, at the Women in Leadership Conference in Schladming, Austria, in November 2019 
Photo: WMEUD 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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