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News from Women’s Ministries Inter-European Division 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Women's Weekend Event with Heather-Dawn Small on May 7 and 8, 2021, via Zoom 
 

Longing for God - filled - revived - called 
 
Finally, after waiting for a year, we were able to hold the weekend event with Heather-Dawn Small, 
the Women’s Ministries Director of the General Conference, that had been planned long in 
advance. Of course, only via Zoom, but after a year and a half of abstinence due to Corona, who 
would not be happy to at least meet via the screen? Women from Germany, Austria, and 

Switzerland, but also France, Belgium, Turkey, Norway, Namibia, and the USA participated in this meeting. 
Under the theme "Longing for God" Heather-Dawn led us through the experiences of her own life of faith, accompanied by 
wonderful stories and incidents that she or other women of faith have had with God. It was a delight to listen to her! In her 
joyful and happy way, she made us understand what really matters in the life of a daughter of God: that is to say God's love for 
us and our love for Him. 
Using the Bible, she showed us the longing that God has for His children and how we can maintain in our lives the love that we 
experienced when we first came to know Jesus. She explained how we can keep and strengthen our connection to God through 
the study of the Word of God. She also showed how this promotes joy. This love relationship is important if we want to enter 
into the "service of God" – that is, winning people for God. It was certainly not new to me that keeping a journal in which I 
record my prayers, my experiences, and my concerns can be of great benefit. But the way Heather-Dawn does her "journaling" 
was very inspiring and made me want to start as well. Also, her report of the ideas that women around the world have taken up 
in the last year despite distancing rules and contact restrictions, were very encouraging and motivating. It is simply wonderful to 
be a daughter of God! 
I was personally impressed by the sincerity with which she shared about her life. Heather-Dawn is a woman like us, with 
strengths and weaknesses, passions and sadness. But God does not need the perfect, but the willing, not the all-knowing, but 
those who give themselves to Him. This weekend left us much strengthened! 
Reported by Gabriele Stangl, WM Director Mid-German Conference 
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___________________________________________________________________ 
 
New Women’s Ministries Director in the Central Rhenish Conference, South German 
Union 
 

Daniela Piroski elected to lead Women’s Ministries 
 
In the summer of 2021, Dany Canedo will end her stint as director of the Women’s Ministries 
Department of the Central Rhenish Conference to take over the leadership of the Women's Ministries 
Department of the North and South German Unions. For this reason, the conference constituency 
elected Daniela Piroski as the new department leader. She will take over in the summer. Daniela is 

married, has two grown daughters, and works as a physical therapist. She has been a member of the conference Women's 
Ministries team since January 2018 and is now looking forward to this new challenge. In the future, she will work together with 
the women's leaders of the seven conferences of the two Unions together with Dany Canedo, who are committed to women’s 
issues. 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
New Department Director for Children, Pathfinders, and Youth 
 

Central Rhenish Conference elects Juliane Schmidt as Department Director 
Another woman newly elected to a leadership position is pastor Juliane Schmidt. The Conference 
constituency elected her as Department for Director for Children, Pathfinders, and Youth. Juliane 
Schmidt was born in Ostfildern near Stuttgart, studied theology in Tübingen and Friedensau, and 
has been working as a pastor in the Central Rhenish Conference since 2008. 
 
 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Seventh-Day Adventist Church in Bavaria appoints an Equal Opportunities Commissioner 
 

Education for Local Congregations and Help for Women Pastors 

The Executive Committee of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Bavaria voted on April 25 to 
appoint an Equal Opportunities Commissioner. Patricia Davis, a qualified psychologist, took up her 
post on May 1. This makes her the first equal opportunities commissioner of her church in 
Germany. 
It is a matter of “an equal opportunities office for incidents of obvious and hidden discrimination 
against female members within our church in Bavaria," said the president of the Bavarian 
Adventists, Pastor Wolfgang Dorn, about the decision. The particular focus, he said, was on women 

in leadership positions in local congregations, volunteers, and full-time employees. "We have observed an accumulation of 
discriminatory behavior particularly toward our female pastors in recent years," Dorn said. "We don't want to continue to stand 
by and watch, but to take a clear stand against this and create a protective space for female employees in church 
congregations." 
Consistent education - preventing discriminatory behavior 
Vice President Stefan Rebensburg notes that dealing with the issue of discrimination is currently becoming more crucial. 
Positions that seemed long outdated are becoming more common. They don't reflect the majority, he says, but it's like "turning 
the wheel back." The leadership of the church is therefore taking steps to provide "consistent education of church congregations 
in this area and clearly avoid discriminatory behavior toward women in our ranks, especially in leadership positions." The 
committee sees a biblical mandate here, as well as support for Adventist doctrinal beliefs. 
Patricia Davis 
As a psychologist, Patricia Davis counsels people in life crises and helps families develop their strengths. In taking on the role of 
Equal Opportunities Officer, she hopes to provide a point of contact for concerned women pastors and women leaders in the 
church with a low threshold. "I understand us Adventists as a team that supports each other emotionally as well as actively. A 
team in which all contribute their skills and abilities, without exception and equally, whether woman or man. God values 
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everyone unconditionally regardless of age, background, or gender, and I want to help make our church a place where that's 
exactly what's lived out." 
Congregations as a place of appreciation 
More than ever, Davis added, gender equality in the local church is a pressing concern for the church in Bavaria. "We want to 
promote a natural coexistence of men and women at all levels of congregational ministry so that congregations remain a place 
of appreciation and mutual support." Religious and social disparagement of women in the area of congregational activities 
should have no place. This is the reason why this office was initiated for women who are affected by discrimination and 
disparagement in their work for the church. In a confidential setting, they can talk about these experiences and seek help 
© APD 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I LOVE TO LISTEN DAY 

 
I Love to Listen Day is observed around the world each year on  May 16 

 
This is not a day of silence. Established in 2005, Listening Day provides a globally shared date for 
all humanity to commit to building a culture where listening is a core value. 
Too often the world celebrates speaking, reading and writing and we forget our first 
communication and relationship skill, listening. I Love to Listen Day is the premier international 
listening day that strengthens the ideals of listening around the world. 
"If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear."—Mark 4:23, ESV 
The 2021 Listening Day celebration activity theme is poetry. The poem “Today I Will Listen” was 
written to celebrate I Love to Listen Day. It was written in English and is translated into 16 
languages. It is interpreted in Braille, American Sign language, and with a talking drum. 
Joins us by reciting, recording, reflecting, and sharing this poem or creating your own. 

 
Today I Will Listen 
Today I will listen 
Without interrupting 
Without prejudging 
Without second guessing 
Without gazing 
Without rehearsing 
Without discounting 
Without filtering 
Without correcting 

Without filtering 
Without correcting 
Without contradicting 
Today I will just listen 
 
Today I will listen 
With attention 
With humility 
With respect 

With Patience 
With understanding 
With awe 
With gladness 
With empathy 
With gratitude 
With reverence 
Today I will just listen 

 
By Marva Shand McIntosh 
Copyright 2007  

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Hanse Conference Women’s Retreat 

 
THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN EMPATHY AND COMPASSION 
 
On April 23 and 24, 2021, the women of the Hanse Conference again gathered for another 
weekend retreat. Unfortunately again only online, but even so it was  wonderful to have this 
opportunity.  About 20 women met this way. It was a happy "hello" and great reunion. Dörthe 
Meisel took us on a journey of "empathy." We learned the difference between empathy and 
compassion. We were in the mountain country with the wounded man and the good Samaritan. 

We experienced that compassion can be learned and that God enables us to practice it. But we also learned that we, like Mary, 
have to sit at Jesus' feet to be filled. We can do that without feeling guilty. We are allowed to set limits in our lives. We were 
able to share about this in small groups and in the larger group. Of course, we also chatted together, laughed, did gymnastics, 
prayed and sang. Thanks  be to God that we can meet again and again and enjoy community (even if in a differentway), and 
learn from each other and be filled. Reported by Ulrike Röske 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Women’s Ministries Weekend Retreat in Bavaria  
 

"Full Head - Empty Heart“ 
 
Unusual times require unusual methods and a lot of creativity to organize a weekend retreat for 
women. From April 30 to May 1, 2021, about 40 women met via Zoom for a special kind of 
weekend under the theme "Full head - empty heart". 
The motto of the Friday night meeting was to give gratitude new space, to discover it anew and to 
see what will change when the heart is filled with gratitude. In her devotional speech Angelika 
Pfaller took us on a short journey through the desert to illustrate that our life sometimes 
resembles a hike through the desert and how important it is to always be on the lookout for a 
fresh source of water. 
On Sabbath morning, everyone gathered for a virtual worship service. After a part concentrating 
on praise followed the sermon presented by Darja Schneider, who in her fresh, loving and 

descriptive way introduced the topic "An Eye for Miracles."  She made the point that it always depends on the perspective from 
which we look at things and how important it is to also have an eye for the little things in life and to be thankful for them. 
After a lunch break, the participants met for "teatime". After that, the third and last part of the topic followed with the 
questions "What can prevent me from being grateful?" and "How can gratitude grow in me?" The participants had the 
opportunity in several breakout groups to discuss the Bible text in 1 Thessalonians 1:5, where Paul exhorts believers to  "Rejoice 
always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.“ 
In the end, all hearts were filled with joy and gratitude that this weekend of encounter was possible. Even though they could 
only see each other on the screen, a closeness and the blessing of God was palpable. 
As a memento of this weekend, the participants received a "gratitude jar" - a jar that they can fill with gratitude every day. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
Women’s Ministries Activities in Sagunto, Spain 

 
FOR A BETTER LIFE (2nd Edition): HEALTHY EATING 

 
This year (2021) the Women's Ministries Group of the Adventist Church in Sagunto, Spain - with 
the support of the Health Ministries department - held a conference on nutrition, through the 
ZOOM platform on March 6 and 7. The topics, presented by six professionals and experts, were a 
blessing for more than 60 people, in different countries.  
Given the current circumstances brought about by the pandemic, it was an opportune time to 

learn and reinforce the importance of good nutrition. The seminar covered topics such as "Nutritious food and the effects of 
alcohol and soft drinks" presented by Dr. Jorge Pamplona Roger; "Antioxidant food", presented by Guiliana Gil Verástegui; "Tips 
how to care for our defenses" presented by Dr. Juan Carlos Giménez; "Food that activates the brain" presented by Janet Ribera 
Font; "Salt and sugar in our food" presented by Maria Z. Quintero Orozco; and "Food compatibility and vegetarian food" 
presented by Claudia Dolete.  
Our desire is that these presentations will be useful to many more people. For that reason, the church has published the videos 
through its Youtube channel so that they will continue to be a blessing. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmFPkehxgYZbOkVQ5-wbvTA  
All those who like to cook, had the opportunity to participate in a contest of unpublished recipes. The presentation and the 
winning recipe are available on our website https://sagunto.adventista.es/.  
We thank God for the opportunity to work for Him. We feel very blessed. 
Yacqueline Tailor, Women’s Ministries Director, Sagunto 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Women’s Academy, Spain 

 
Women’ educational meetings 
 
With the changes brought by the Covid pandemic, new challenges and needs turned up 
and gave us the opportunity to work on improving our spiritual experience. We were 
able to see how God has used this pandemic to create moments of closeness for couples, 
parents and children as well as possibilities to make decisions to change things. In all this 
context, our Women's Ministries team felt the need to adapt to this new scenario,  and 
we asked ourselves: How can we study and give psycho-emotional support on such 
important issues as physical and emotional health? We prayed and left it in God's hands 

and He, in His infinite love, modified our belief that only face-to-face training works, and opened the possibility of 
reaching every home and every person who has a mobile device and internet. This is how in last May “Mujer 
Academy” was born, a space dedicated to education, training and support, a space where  professionals trained by 
the Lord provide psychosocial tools to those who need them at this moment. Thanks to technology all this was 
possible, the space was created via ZOOM on Tuesdays at 20h. Every week we pray for the guest speaker and for 
each participant so that together we may understand how God in His omniscience made provision through His Word, 
Health Reform, and in multiple ways, for His people to face the needs of the end times. We have enjoyed 
professionals and pastors who have lovingly with their gifts to supported this simple project that we hope will go 
forward with God's blessing and the support of his children scattered in many parts of the world. We hope to count 
on your prayers! 
Angela Arias, Women’s Ministries Director, B.Tallers 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 
DEVOTIONAL TEXTS ON OUR HOMEPAGE: eudwomen.org 

 
MORNING MANNA  
  
We invite you to look up our new feature "Morning Manna" on our new EUD WM homepage 
regularly.  eudwomen.org/en/home/morning-manna 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 


