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News from Women’s Ministries Inter-European Division 
 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
WOMEN’S MINISTRIES ACTIVITIES IN FRANCE 

 
IN-PERSON MEETINGS ARE STARTING AGAIN 
 
Women’s Ministries Department in the North France Conference is using the church website to 
invite women to activities. Some meetings are being planned for in-person attendance, some are 
being offered also online with Zoom. 
On October 16, Pastor Elize Lazarus will be speaking on Jesus as a model of non-violence in the 
morning church service in Chatenay Malabry and in the afternoon she will present the various 

facets of violence and its prevention. 
On November 6 Women’s Ministries leaders from around the conference are invited to convene in Paris for a special day around 
the theme „Called and Blessed,“ with Corine Timofte, Women’s Ministries Director for the Franco-Belgian Union. There will be 
workshops and prayer. 
The conference website https://adventisteffn.org/ also informs about other interesting events. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Spanish Women’s Ministries on Instagram 

 
MINISTERIOMUJERIASD 
 
Sometimes publishing news is like being a detective. EUD WM Director Dagmar Dorn is always on 
the lookout to keep in touch with what is happening in the various Unions that comprise the 
Inter-European Division. Of course, we encourage the local leaders to tell us about their activities, 
but sometimes the active people just forget to send reports about what they are doing.  That is 
where Dagmar‘s detective work on the internet comes in. She just found out that the Spanish 
Women’s Ministries Department has started using Instagram. You can find them on 
Ministeriomujeriasd. 
We are glad that modern media outlets are being used to reach people. We would like to publish 

a list of the sites where Women’s Ministries News can be found on the media, so please contact us at the EUD so that we can 
include your Facebook, Instagram, or other sites in our list. May God bless all who are working to spread the good news on the 
internet. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Women's weekend from October 1 to 3, 2021, in Bavaria 

 
“BECOME YOURSELF“ 
 
Full of expectation and irrepressible joy, 35 women met again to fellowship after a long time. We 
were lovingly welcomed on Friday evening by Lydia Lukic, Women’s Ministries Director for Bavaria. 
It was good to be able to sing again, to pray and to listen to Kirsi Müller, our guest speaker for this 

weekend. 
With joyful enthusiasm she showed us our worth as individuals. 
"Become yourself" was the motto. It was not only about the fact that we are all wonderful and valuable in God's eyes but that 
we should look at ourselves in the mirror and realize how beautiful we are. The presentations were accompanied by soothing 
pieces of music and songs, and the lyrics touched and comforted our hearts profoundly. 
This gathering was characterized by the joy of reuniting, lightness, beneficial inputs for our life of faith and our personal 
relationship with God, prayer times and lots of laughter - and that made us even more beautiful. 
The sunny and mild autumn weather contributed to the success. Some went for walks while others were sunbathing, drawing or 
chatting. Thank you, Lord, for the gift of this time together as women! 
Reported by Ulrike Lüke 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Women’s Ministries in Spain 
 

PARTICIPATION IN A MUNICIPAL FAIR 
 
The Women’s Ministries Group in Denia, Spain, once again participated in a fair of organizations 
that are active in the municipality of Denia. 
This year they had chosen as a theme: The situation of women in COVID times and their current 
situation. 
Several activities were carried out: visitors to the booth filled in questionnaires. There givaways in 

the form of bracelets with Bible verses. They displayed posters on awareness. 
The importance of equality and ending gender violence was explained. They were also able to make the church known by 
inviting people to specific talks. The women oft he church in Denia can be proud annd thankful for  the great work that was done 
on this occasion.  

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Women’s Online Meeting in Slovakia 

 
AM I GOOD ENOUGH? 

 
In the past two years services, prayer and study groups, and various other gatherings have mostly 
moved to the online sphere due to the global pandemic. Since we were not able to put together 
our beloved weekend for women during this period, we decided to plan an online meeting for 
October 2, 2021. We were very glad that Dagmar Dorn, the leader of the Women’s Ministries 

Department for the Inter-European Division, accepted the invitation to join us at this meeting. 
The topic AM I GOOD ENOUGH? “lured in” many women not just from Slovakia, but from across our borders as well. Together 
we agreed that every one of us sometimes gets flooded by questions like: Am I fulfilling the expectations of others? Am I 
fulfilling God’s expectations? Am I happy with my life? Am I satisfied with where I currently am?  
Dagmar shared with us her personal experiences and thoughts connected with the chosen topic. In addition to watching her 
presentation, many women also took advantage of the possibility to share their thoughts, questions, or experiences through 
chat.  
The most important takeaways from our gathering:  
 
- I will never be good enough by myself and God doesn’t even expect me to be 
- Comparing and rivaling draw us further from God and one another 
- The difference between I SHOULD, and I NEED 



 3 

- Only one thing is necessary: Luke 10, 41-42 
- Our shortcomings should drive us closer to Him. We’re supposed to give all our troubles and shame to Him.  
We thank our God for the pleasant time spent together and Dagmar for playing a big part in this. 
The feedback has shown us that women are interested in online gatherings like this. We’re already planning another one, which 
should take place before the year’s end. Even though Dagmar, who we instantly took a liking to, thanks to her kind approach, 
won’t be with us next time, we believe that with God’s help we’ll be able to create a space for mutual sharing. 
 Reported on behalf of the Women’s Ministries department’s organization team by Daniela Popovičová          

 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
INTERNATIONAL GIRLS' DAY 2021  

 
NEW BOOK INSPIRES 

Today is the International Day of the Girl 2021. I see encouraging posts online like the one by 
UNWOMEN saying, “Girls can study and take on any career. Girls are smart and innovative. On 
#DayOfTheGirl let's speak up against systematic barriers & long-standing stereotypes that 
continue to keep girls from #STEM careers.“ STEM is an acronym that stands for science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics. Yes, girls are smart, but many girls have to face 
multiple challenges even in today’s world that make it difficult for girls in many parts of the world 

to get the necessary education to reach their goals and fulfill their dreams. 
We keep on saying, „Girls can do anything and be anything they want to be.“ There should be nothing that keeps them from 
achieving distinction. And yet, we still live in a world with a lot of disadvantages for girls that discourage them. 
I am reading Fiona Hill’s book There is Nothing for You Here: Finding Opportunity in the Twenty-First Century. In her memoir, 
Fiona, who was born in 1965, describes what it was like for her to grow up in the North-East of England in the mining town of 
Bishop Auckland in the post-industrial decline. As coal mining and heavy industry closed down, the people in County Durham 
were left without jobs and prospects, often just surviving. Although both her parents worked, they were poor, and poverty 
influenced the possibilities of getting a good education as well. The English class society that automatically divides people into 
the working class, middle class or upper class still made it difficult for working-class people to make changes in their lives. 
Fiona Hill’s book is particularly interesting reading for me because I lived in England in the middle of the last century and can 
identify with many of the things she writes about. My family never had to face the problems her family faced. I was able to go to 
Grammar School while she had to go to a Secondary Modern School. The type of school would set the stage for further 
possibilities of getting a high-class education, but Fiona Hill was fortunate in finding people who encouraged her and told her 
where she could apply for various grants. Even this information was not readily available in her community. Education was her 
route out of poverty and the door to opportunity. She writes, „Education was the key to changing my circumstances, but the 
kind, quality, and affordability of the education would be critical factors.“ ( Fiona Hill, There Is Nothing for You Here: Finding 
Opportunity in the 21st Century, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.) 
The three questions that she was always asked were: „Where do you come from? What does your father do? What school do 
you go to?“ Fiona calls these harmless-sounding questions a socio-economic sorting that would put people in their places. Her 
father told her to get out – to go to London, or Europe, or America. „There’s nothing for you here, pet,“ he said. 
Fiona Hill went on to St. Andrews University where she studied Russian and History. She then spent a year in Moscow and went 
on to Harvard where she earned a master's degree in Russian and Modern History in 1991, and a Ph.D. in History in 1998. She 
went on to work for the government under George W. Bush, Barack Obama, and Donald Trump, becoming Senior Director for 
Europe and Russia of the US National Security Council. What a career for a poor girl from County Durham! Overcoming the 
hurdles of poverty, class, dialect, and gender was made possible for her because she was determined to press on. She never 
thought she would land in the limelight at the first impeachment of Donald Trump as the top expert on Russia and Ukraine. 
The career of Fiona Hill shows that nothing is impossible. Today there are still lots of girls in the world – even in prosperous 
countries - who are trapped in poverty and lack possibilities. Such “success stories“ usually combine the elements of hard work, 
determination, talent, education, and mentorship. Mentoring young girls and women is so important. I would like to challenge 
all to help girls find their way through the difficulties they face and direct them toward excellence. 
Written by Hannele Ottschofski in her blog: https://womansoutlook.blogspot.com/2021/10/theres-nothing-for-you-here-today-
is.html 
Photo: Wikipedia Kuhlmann /MSC 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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_________________________________________________________________________ 

Morning Manna 
 
Don’t forget your spiritual food! 
 
https://eudwomen.org/en/home/morning-manna/devotional/ 
 
 
 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


